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Newsnotes 
Sister Hilda McGinnis, D. C. 
Sister Hilda McGinnis, a former member of the Vincentian Studies 
Institute (1982-1987), died in San Francisco on 27 November 1993. She 
was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 28 February 1936 and entered 
the Daughters of Charity on 24 September 1954. She received a B.A. in 
English, education, and history from Marillac College (1964), an M.Ed., 
with emphasis on counseling and guidance from DePaul University 
(1969) and life certification for teaching in California. She also had 
postgraduate credits in theology, counseling, and administration from 
Notre Dame College (Belmont, California), Duquesne University (Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania), the University of San Francisco, and the Uni-
versity of Santa Clara. Sister Hilda was involved in numerous 
apostolates during her lifetime. Between 1955 and 1963 she taught in 
high schools in Illinois, Missouri, and California and in 1977-1981 was 
principal of Saint Vincent de Paul school in Phoenix, Arizona. She also 
served as directress of vocations and postulants for the Province of the 
West (1972-1977). In recent years she was involved in pastoral minis-
try and family therapy. From 1985 until her death she was coordinator 
of the permanent diaconate program of the archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco. The Vincentian Studies Institute extends its deepest sympathy 
both to her family and to her community. 
Publications 
Augsburg-Fortress press has recently published an important 
new work on the history of Christian understanding of the poor 
and poverty entitled Beyond Charity: Reformation Initiatives for the 
Poor. The author is Carter Lindberg. Lindberg examines the changes 
in theological and sociological perspectives towards the poor and 
poverty that were engendered by the Protestant Reformation. There 
is also an excellent introductory chapter on "Poverty and Charity in 
the Middle Ages." Included is an extensive and invaluable bibliog-
raphy on the issues of Christian charity, poverty, and the poor. 
(ISBN 0-80006-2569-2, pbk, 235 pgs.). 
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Elizabeth Rapley's book The Devotes: Women and Church in Seven-
teenth-Century France, has been published in paperback by McGill-
Queen's University Press. Chapter 4, "A New Approach: The Filles 
Séculières (1630-60)," treats at length the foundation and development 
of the Daughters of Charity. 
A new work by Father André Dodin, C.M., is Initiation a Saint 
Vincent de Paul (Epiphanie Initiations. Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, 
1993). This book covers a wide range of topics, including Saint Vincent's 
spirituality, his theology of charity, his biblical hermeneutic, his prayer, 
his devotion to the Virgin Mary, his work with religious, and the vows 
in his spirituality. 
The May-June issue of Vincentiana includes two articles which are 
of particular interest for Vincentian studies. The first, by Bernard 
Koch, C.M., of the Province of Toulouse, is entitled "The Mystical Life 
of Saint Vincent." The second is by Martiniano Leon, C.M., of the 
Province of Venezuela, and is entitled "Marguerite Naseau: The First 
Daughter of Charity." 
The January-February-March 1993 issues of the Echoes of the Com-
pany include a series of articles by Sister Renée Lelandais, D.C., on the 
history of the Daughters of Charity in Poland to 1795. The April-May 
issues include articles by José Maria Roman, C.M., on Saint Louise de 
Marillac: Foundress of the Daughters of Charity." 
Among other works that touch on the history of the Congregation 
of the Mission and the Daughters of Charity are the following. 
Mooney, Bernice Maher. Salt of the Earth: The History of the Catholic 
Church in Utah, 1776-1987. Salt Lake City: Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake 
City. 1992. Pp. xiii, 546. $25.00. This is a revised version of a work that 
first appeared in 1987. It contains a lengthy and informative chapter 
on Joseph Glass, C.M., the second bishop of Salt Lake City and the last 
Vincentian to be named bishop of an American diocese. 
Moore, James Talmadge. Through Fire and Flood: The Catholic Church 
in Frontier Texas, 1836-1900. College Station: Texas A & M University 
Press. 1992. Pp. xiii, 284. $39.50. Texas in its independence and early 
American periods was a major scene of Vincentian missionary activ-
ity. John Timon, C.M. was the first prefect apostolic of Texas (1840-
1841) and John Mary Odin, C.M. was the first vicar-apostolic (1841-
1846) and then the first bishop of Galveston (1846-1861). Highly praised 
for the author's objectivity and skill in handling complex issues, it has 
also been criticized for his failure to consult important Vincentian 
archival sources. 
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Hayden, J. Michael and Malcolm R. Greenshields. "The Clergy of 
Early Seventeenth-Century France: Self-Perception and Society's Per-
ception." French Historical Studies 18 (Spring 1993):145-72. 
Vandeerholt, James F., Carolyn B. Martinez, and Karen A. Gilman. 
The Diocese of Beaumont: The Catholic Story of Southeast Texas. Beau-
mont, Texas: Diocese of Beaumont,1991. Pp. xi, 368. $25.00. 
Iconography 
Sister Margaret Beaudette, S.C., an artist who is a Sister of Charity 
of New York, has produced a new statue of Elizabeth Ann Seton as 
"wife and mother." This joins her previous statues of Saint Vincent de 
Paul, Saint Louise de Marillac, and Saint Elizabeth Ann. Sister Marga-
ret has also designed a series of note and prayer cards based on her 
statues. For more information contact her at DePaul Studio-Rosary 
Hall, Mount St. Vincent-on-Hudson, 6301 Riverdale Avenue, Bronx 
NY 10471. 
Timon Letters 
A large collection of lost correspondence to John Timon, C.M., the 
first provincial of the American Province of the Vincentian Commu-
nity (1835-1847) and later the first bishop of Buffalo, New York, (1847-
1867) has been rediscovered in the DeAndreis-Rosati Memorial Ar-
chives at Saint Mary's Seminary in Perryville, Missouri. The 100 let-
ters, which date primarily from 1838-1841 reflect Timon's extensive 
correspondence with many of the early Sisters of Loretto who were 
stationed at Ste. Genevieve, Perryville, and Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
as well as Pine Bluffs, Arkansas. Also included is a collection of letters 
from sisters of the original convent of the Visitation at Kaskaskia, 
Illinois. A register of these letters has been prepared by Father Edward 
Udovic, C.M. The correspondence not only reveals a little known 
aspect of Timon's ministry during his years as provincial but also 
valuable insights into the spirituality, life, and early works of the 
religious women in the Upper Mississippi Valley, especially the Sis-
ters of Loretto. 
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Vincentian Week 
The Vincentian Studies Institute will sponsor a "Vincentian Week" 
from 19 to 25 June 1995 at Saint Thomas Seminary in Denver, Colo-
rado. The theme of this week of study and prayer will be "Vincentian 
Spirituality: Knowing the Christ of the Poor, Knowing the Poor of 
Christ." Further information as to registration, speakers, and costs will 
be forthcoming later in 1994. 
